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USEEC 

ROME FOR VATICAN OFFICE 

E . O . 12065: GDS 1/25/86 (FRIEDMAN, TOWNSEND B . ) OR-P 
TAGS: SHUM AR 

SUBJECT: (U) HUMAN RIGHT SUMMARY - JANUARY 19-25, 1980 

1EF : BUENOS AIRES 0330 
L . JPI ENTIRE TEXT.) 

2. THE WEEK WAS MARKED BY A FLURRY OF GOVERNMENT 
ANNOUNCEMENTS OF ARMS SEIZURES AND OF THE ARREST OF 
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IUSPECT TERRORISTS. HOWEVER, THE GOA DOES NOT SEEM 
’O BE USING THESE REPORTS TO JUSTIFY A REVERSAL OF 
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HUMAN RIGHTS PROGRESS TO DATE. 

THE MILITARY, WITH MUCH HOOPLA ON JANUARY 22 
SHOWED THE PRESS A RATHER IMPRESSIVE CACHE OF ARMS 
WHICH IT ALLEGES WERE DISCOVERED ACCIDENTLY RECENTLY 
AY ' A BUENOS AIRES WAREHOUSE FIRE (BUENOS AIRES 0330). 

THEN ON JANUARY 24 THE ARMY COMMAND IN ROSARIO HELD 
A PRESS CONFERENCE EXHIBITING WEAPONS IT STATED WERE 
CONFISCATED THERE AND IN SANTA FE RECENTLY. THE TWO 
ARMS CACHES WHICH THE MILITARY STATED BELONGED TO THE 
MONTONEROS WERE SIMILAR: AUTOMATIC WEAPONS, BAZOOKAS, 

GRENADES, AND AMMUNITION. THE ROSARIO CACHE, WHICH 
ALSO CONTAINED HIGH EXPLOSIVES, WAS ALLEGEDLY USED 
TO" SUPPLY THE MONTONERO GROUP WHICH ATTACKED THE 
HOME OF WALTER KLEIN IN SEPTEMBER. IT WAS ALSO 
ANNOUNCED THAT SECURITY FORCES IN THE BUENOS AIRES 
PROVINCE TOWN OF AZUL HAD ARRESTED FIVE YOUNG MEN 
WHO WERE USING FORGED MILITARY IDENTITY DOCUMENTS. 

AS THE FOREGOING SUGGESTS, THE GOVERNMENT IS 
CONTINUING TO HAVE SUCCESS AGAINST THE MONTONERO 
TARGETS. THIS WAS FONFIRMED TO US THIS WEEK BY 
THE REMARKS OF A HIGH-LEVEL GOA OFFICIAL. AT THE 
SAME TIME, THE OFFICIAL STATED THAT IN RECENT 
COUNTER - TERROR 1ST OPERATIONS THE SECURITY FORCES 
HAD FOUND DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE THAT THE TERRORISTS 
INTENDED TO ATTACK RANKING GOA OFFICIALS, ESPECIALLY 
MINISTER OF ECONOMY MARTINEZ DE HOZ, AGAINST WHOM, THE 
DOCUMENTS SHOW, THE TERRORISTS HAD CONDUCTED 
EXTENSIVE AND DETAILED SURVEILLANCE. WHILE 
DBVIOUSLY HAPPY TO USE THESE SEIZURES TO UNDERLINE 
[HE CONTINUED EXISTENCE OF A TERRORIST THREAT, THE 
JOA DOES NOT SEEM TO BE EMBARKED ON A CAMPAIGN TO 
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LARM THE PUBLIC. ON THE ONE HAND, THE ARMY TOOK 
HE PAINS TO DENY PRESS REPORTS THAT THEY HAD BROKEN 
fP A TERRORIST CELL IN MAR DEL PLATA. ON THE OTHER 
AND, THE COMMANDER OF THE ARMY FIFTH CORPS, GENERAL 
OSE VILLAREAL, PUBLICLY REITERATED THAT TERRORIST 
AVE BEEN DEFEATED, ADDING THE CAVEAT THAT AS IN 
NY OTHER COUNTRY THEY STILL REATIN THE CAPABILITY 
OR ISOLATED ACTS. 

. MORE SKEPTICISM ON THE RIGHT OF OPTION: A HIGH 
EVEL GOA OFFICIAL TOLD US THIS WEEK OF THE GOVERN - 
ENT'S INTENSE DOUBTS ABOUT THE WISDOM OF USING THE RIGHT 
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OF OPTION PROGRAM. ACCORDING TO THIS SOURCE, 

SECURITY FORCES HAVE RECENTLY DETERMINED THAT IN 
ADDITION TO THE MONTONERO KILLED IN THE ATTACK ON 
FRANCISCO SOLDATI LAST NOVEMBER SEVERAL BENEFICIARIES 
OF THE RIGHT OF OPTION PROGRAM RETURNED TO ARGENTINA 
TO CARRY OUT TERRORIST OPERATIONS. WE WILL TRY TO 
FIND OUT MORE ABOUT THE ALLEGATION, INCLUDING THE 
NAMES OF THE INDIVIDUALS INVOLVED. 
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4. THE UNHRC: WESTERN EUROPEAN EMBASSIES HAVE TOLD 
US THAT THE FOREIGN OFFICE CALLED THEM IN LAST WEEK 
TO DISCUSS THE FEBRUARY MEETING OF THE UNHRC. THE 
ARGENTINES TOLD THESE EMBASSIES THAT THEY WOULD 
CONSIDER A "VOTE AGAINST ARGENTINA" AS AN "UNFRIENDLY 
ACT." HOWEVER, THE FOREIGN OFFICE DID NOT SPECIFICALLY 
STATE WHAT THEY WANTED FROM THE EUROPEANS IN TERMS OF 
VOTING. (WE ALSO LEARNED THAT THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY, 
AS A RESULT OF PART OF ITS CONSULATATIVE PROGRESS IS 
SEEKING TO COME UP WITH A COMMON POLICY TOWARDS 
ARGENTINA- -ON HUMAN RIGHTS AND ALL OTHER ISSUES. 

THE FIRST CUT AT THIS POLICY PAPER WILL BE DRAFTED IN 
BUENOS AIRES WITH THE BRITISH EMBASSY CHARGED WITH 
PREPARING THE PAPER.) 

CASTRO 
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